MAJORITY MEMBERS
VIHGINA FOXX, NORTH CAROLINA, Chalrwoman

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CARQLINA
OUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA
DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE
GLENN “GT" THOMPSON, PENNSYLVANIA
TIM WALBERG, MICHIGAN
BRETT GUTHRIE, KENTUCKY
TODD ROKITA, INDIANA

LOU BARLETTA. PENNSYLVANIA
LLUKE MESSER, INDIANA.
BRADLEY BYRNE, ALABAMA
DAVID BRAT, VIRGINIA

GLENN GROTHMAN, WISCONSIN
ELISE STEFANIK, NEW YORK
RICK W, ALLEN. GEORGEA

JASON LEWIS, MINNESOTA
FRANCIS ROONEY, FLORIDA
PAUL MITCHELL, MICHIGAN

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

AND THE WORKFORCE

U.S, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2176 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

MINOAITY MEMBERS:

AOBEAT C, “BOBEY" SCOTT, VIRGINIA,
Ranking Mambar

SUSAN A, DAVIS, CALIFORMIA

RALIL M. GRIJALVA, ARIZONA

JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT

MARCEA L. FUDGE, OHID

JARED POLIS, COLORADO

GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN,
NOARTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

FREDERICA 5. WILSON. FLORIDA

SUZANNE BONAMIC), DREGON

MARK TAKANQ, CALIFORNIA

ALMA 5. ADAMS. NORTH CAROLINA

MARK DeSAULNIER, CALIFORNIA

DONALD NORCROSS, NEW JERSEY

LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER, DELAWARE

AAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI, ILLINOIS

CARDL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

TOM GARAETT, JA., VIAGINIA

LLOYD K, SMUCKER, PENNSYLVANIA
A, DREW FERGUSON, V. GEORGIA
RON ESTES, KANSAS

KAREN HANDEL, GEORGIA
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June 11, 2018

The Honorable Virginia Foxx

Chairwoman

U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce
2176 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Foxx:

We write to urge the U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce to schedule the
Offshore Oil and Gas Worker Whistleblower Protection Act (H.R. 4304) for a Committee
hearing and markup.

On April 20, 2010, people across the world learned of the blast on the Deepwater Horizon
drilling rig, which resulted in 11 deaths and seriously injured 17 others. Unfortunately, this
incident was not an anomaly. According to the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement
(BSEE), more than 1,400 injuries, 13 fatalities, and 324 evacuations or musters occurred from
Fiscal Years 2011 through 2016. As an inherently dangerous work location and line of work
generally, these workers are exposed to threats daily that they are uniquely qualified to identify.

The recommendation to the U.S. Department of Interior in the report following the Deepwater
Horizon explosion made it clear that whistleblower protections were essential for the future
safety of workers on the Outer Continental Shelf. This followed a similar recommendation made
by the President’s Commission. When considering these recommendations, the Chemical Safety
Board, in a letter written to you dated February 16, 2018, urged the Committee to consider
“enact legislation to provide clear and unambiguous authority for a Federal agency to take
appropriate actions to discourage adverse action against employees who take safety actions and
to establish a means of redress for employees who suffer retaliation as a result.”

That same letter indicates that H.R. 4304, originally introduced by former Chairman of the
Committee George Miller which we have since reintroduced, makes these necessary changes.
Identical text of this legislation has passed in the House in the past with strong bipartisan support
(315-93).

We urge you to grant the Chemical Safety Board’s request and begin the process to enacting this
legislation into law by scheduling a markup as soon as possible. America’s workers in the Quter
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Continental Shelf deserve the same protections extended to others. Thank you for your attention
to this important matter and for giving our request your consideration.

Sincerely,

Nl T2l -

MARK DESAULNIER ROBERT C.*BOBBY” SCOTT
Member of Congress Ranking Member

MARK TAKANO

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Workforce Protections



